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Acquaintance Society, Stranger Society, and the Market Trading

Order: A Discussion with Professor LIU Shao—jie
JIAO Yu-liang

Abstract: Recently, Professor Liu Shao—jie’ s articles focus on that the current Chinese society is
whether acquaintance society or stranger society, and how to optimize the market trading order. He thinks
that the growth of strange relationship doesn’t change the nature of acquaintance society in China since
the reform and opening up; Acquaintance mode of thinking and behavior still dominate the market trading
behavior in china; “Becoming familiar with the stranger” can produce positive effects to the stability of
the trading order. So it can be “a localization path of optimization of market trading order” in current con-
ditions. But this paper points out: First, the thinking and behavior mode should not be the standard to defi-
nite society be stranger or acquaintance. Second, by the standard of economic and communication form,
Chinese society has been or is entering the stranger society at present. Third, Because of the binding di-
lemma of “Becoming familiar with the stranger”, the stranger sociely requires an effective institutional
rule to maintain the market order.
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