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The Applicability, Indigenization and Internationalization

of Governance Theories
ZHENG Hang-sheng, @ SHAO Zhan-peng

Abstract: The applicability, indigenization and internationalization of governance theories have be-
come important theoretical issues academic circles focused on. Based on the new progresses of governance
research at home and abroad, this study reviewed the limits of governance theories research at home and
presented several propositions of middle range: the relationship between national governance and societal
governance can become the sally port of discussing the applicability of governance theories; we should at-
tach importance to the differences and similarities between China and western countries in the relationship
of national governance and societal governance under special circumstances; there are three aspects of
shortcomings and puzzles in the indigenization of governance theories: such as national responsibility, the
subject personality and discourse system; local experiences have special meanings in problem posing, theo-
retical improvement and academic contending; etc. The purpose of these efforts is that we can grasp the
Chinese special context of governance theories and highlight “theoretical self—consciousness” of gover-
nance theories research, then propel indigenization of governance theories research and contribute to build
governance theories of both local peculiarity and international repercussions.

Key words: governance; national governance; societal governance; indigenization; internationalization
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