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ABSTRACTS

. Academic Interview -
Cultural Resistance Movements and the Future of Humanity Dai Jinhua - 4

Academic Contention -
Is the Materialist Conception of History a Political Philosophy? A Discussion with Professor Wang
Xinsheng Duan Zhonggiao - 13

A crucial question currently facing scholars who propose to construct a Marxian political
philosophy is how the relationship between the materialist conception of history and Marx’ s
political philosophy should be understood. In this regard, Professor Wang Xinsheng of Nankai
University suggests that Marx’s “materialist conception of history is political philosophy, and
vice versa.” However, this idea is controversial because neither the idea itself nor the evidence
provided by Wang—that the materialist conception of history explains both the inevitability of
communism in the cognitive sense and its moral justification in the normative sense—have any
textual basis in Marx and Engels, and clearly contradict their views. According to Marx and
Engels themselves, the materialist conception of history is simply an empirical scientific theory
revealing the general laws of the historical development of human society; it speaks of
communism only as the product of a high degree of development of the productive forces and the
relations of production. Of course, one cannot conclude from the fact that the materialist
conception of history is an empirical scientific theory that it has nothing to do with normative
ideas, nor that Marx and Engels had no normative ideas of their own on questions of freedom ,
equality, equity, justice, etc. However, since they never proposed or used the concept of
political philosophy or dedicated any articles or other works to this subject, the idea of
constructing a “Marxian political philosophy” should be replaced by the idea of constructing a
“contemporary Chinese political philosophy.”

Why Some Social Policies Are Ineffectual: Research Based on Rural Agricultural Loans in a Pilot
Area Zhang Jing - 22

Research in one local pilot area found that the unsatisfactory implementation of financial
policies aimed at benefiting the farmers stems from a series of institutional barriers. Specifically,
these are: the cooperative finance has high institutional costs and few competitive advantages; it
is difficult for farmers to trade housing and land assets, and they have little real loan collateral
they can actually use; collateral in the form of interpersonal guarantees runs counter to social
ethics; and access to loans based on personal credit depends on a comprehensive information
system. The systemic effect of these institutional conditions has “incentivized” risk-averse
responses, resulting in a situation where banks are afraid to lend money and farmers have trouble
borrowing money. We are faced with a choice of action between letting a sound policy be
ineffective or improving the system to increase the consistency of incentives, reduce the cost of
activity in the agricultural industry and make financial policies targeting the farmers play their
due role.

- Frontier Forum - Research on Causality . 32
Editor’s note: Causality is one of the fundamental categories of philosophy, and judgments
on and grasp of causality are the cornerstone of reason. Since Plato and Aristotle, Western
philosophy has never ceased to ponder the question of cause and effect. In the last twenty years ,
research on models of causality has suddenly drawn ahead of the rest, becoming the spark that
lights a prairie fire. Both the latent-outcome model and the structural model of causality give
themselves credit for being high-profile revolutionaries, destabilizing disciplines such as computer
science, statistics » public health , political science, sociology. epidemiology, psychology, and so
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