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ABSTRACTS

century, achieving a modern transformation and making progress despite setbacks.
Early attempts were made to apply this technique to modern literature, but the first
results were only visible in the 1980s, and it was not until the 21st century that this
approach to modern literature was appreciated and practiced. In its quest for
appropriate evidence, textual research on modern literature usually needs to
dichotomize that evidence , providing a general critique of its nature and worth but at
the same time addressing the issue of “proof,” which involves questions of
methodology that generally include the techniques of logical thought, investigation
and observation and supporting textual evidence. The methodology of textual
research on modern literature is wide-ranging, covering internal and external textual
research on all the sub-disciplines of documentary historiography and at the same

3

time involving the “supporting” knowledge of disciplines like geography, politics ,
and jurisprudence. The methodology of textual research on modern literature is the
methodology of higher criticism, but it has evident shortfalls and limitations. We
need to position it as “studies in narratology (shuxue ),” which is different not only
from the hermeneutical method but also from the minute examination of detail. We
should certainly not advocate “argument from silence” (mozheng ) or “overstretched”
textual research. Only greater use of the dialectical thinking and critical spirit of
Marxism can make textual research on modern Chinese literature more scientific and

effective.

(9) Grassroots Opinion and Order: A Historical Exploration of the Relationship
between Grassroots Opinion and the State from the Pre-Qin Period to the Han and
Wei Dynasties Bu Xianqun « 176 -

Grassroots opinion refers to popular sentiment in a rural society. It originated in
the pre-Qin period, flourished in the Western Han, reached a peak in the Eastern
Han, and declined in the subsequent Han and Wei dynasties. Except for a short
period after the Qin unified China, the interactive relationship between grassroots
opinion and the state order characterized the course of historical developmental from
the pre-Qin period to the Han and Wei dynasties. The discussion of policy under
Western Zhou aristocratic rule was an early form of grassroots opinion, and it played
a certain role in state political order in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States
periods. The governments of the Western and Eastern Han dynasties attached
considerable importance to grassroots opinion, using Confucianism to remold it and
concerning themselves with influencing or intervening in its direction. A variety of
methods was adopted to bring it within the state order and combine it with the system
of recommendation. Grassroots opinion was thus integrated into the mainstream of
state ideology, giving it a positive historical function. Its influence was most evident
in the Eastern Han. In certain periods, however , grassroots opinion could veer out of
control and sink to being a tool of particular strata, evolving into a force that acted as

a counterweight to the centralized state.
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