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communication, and especially highly connected group communication, they form a
complex new communication environment and structure, catalyzing a revolution in
the mode of information production and ushering in a new era of online group
communication in which “ everyone 1is an information producer.” Group
communication satisfies the need for socialized interactive exchange of ordinary
individuals’ perceptions together with the socialized spread of emotion. The socialized
communication of ordinary people’ s emotions and perceptions becomes a striking
phenomenon in a new communicative environment and a new mode of information
production. Internet technology has changed the linear mode of communication of the
mass communication era, which was centered on the sender, and constructed an
online communication structure in which netizens and connectivity are the main
factors. This breaks the monopoly of traditional information producers, and leads to
a shift in the social position and power of mediafigures. Internet communication
challenges the mode by which the mass media allocate social resources solely to a
small number of elite groups, unlike the new mode of information production which
has for the first time a history of allocating social resources to ordinary people. Some
events involving individuals show that people employ internet group communication
to attract society’ s attention, acquire social resources, and reconstruct resource

distribution, thereby partially reproducing the social structure.

(3 ) Adaptive Social Mobilization in the Implementation of Grassroots Policy:
Administrative Control and Multipolar Involvement

Wang Shizong and Yang Fan « 135 *

The implementation of grassroots policy is an important link in Chinese
governance practice. Existing research either analyzes the reasons for alienation of
policy goals and distortions in policy implementation in terms of administrative
control or explores the influence of unofficial institutions on the policy process in
terms of policy mobilization. The two research approaches are biased toward static
and episodic analysis that confine the scope of their research to the bureaucracy,
neglecting., to a greater or lesser extent , government mobilization of society. In fact .,
the implementation of grassroots policy in contemporary China is embedded in the

governance of grassroots society, and vice versa, therefore, hierarchical control and
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social mobilization can complement each other. Case studies have shown that those
implementing policies at the grassroots level develop different mobilization strategies
depending on the relative strength or weakness of administrative control and the
society’ s capacity for mobilization. In the course of policy implementation, the
boundaries and relationships between hierarchical control and social mobilization and
between government bureaucracy and grassroots society may change in line with the
demands of policy performance. This hierarchy may permeate the social network or
the individual level, so that the social network becomes a part of the hierarchy. The
overall process of implementation thus exhibits “adaptive social mobilization.” This
finding, based as it is on the dynamic process of policy implementation, may lead to
the rethinking of questions including the nature of societal governance in
contemporary China. It also provides an explanation of the paradox of the mutual

reinforcement of administrative control and social participation.

(4) Legal Control of Big Data Investigations Cheng Lei * 156 ¢

Through the use of computer technology to collect, share, screen, compare and
unearth data stored online and in computer systems, big data investigations can locate
clues, evidence or suspects. Such investigations have three main modes: the goal
driven, the comparison-driven, and event-driven. These are of practical use in crime
prevention and prediction and in the field of detection. As big data investigations
challenge some basic rights and legal values, they have to be brought under legal
control. However, the traditional framework of legal norms lags behind. Definition
of the legal properties of big data investigations is unclear; there are limits to
differentiating data contents from metadata; the threshold for launching criminal
proceedings exists in name only; and the boundary line between ascertained offense
and unaccomplished crime is also unclear. Dual approaches can be adopted for gaining
legal control of big data investigations: detection standards and data standards. With
detection standards, we should follow the principles of legality and proportionality
and strengthen external and judicial oversight. With data standards, we propose
introducing appropriate legal principles and mechanisms for protecting personal
information, including establishing legitimate aims and specific principles , giving data

subjects the right to know and the right to make changes, and setting up
. 206 -



