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Evolution of Death Compensation Order on the Perspective of “State—Society”
LI Fei

Abstract: The paper examines the evolution of death compensation system on the perspective of “state—
society”. There are three stages in the establishment of death compensation system: revenge, voluntary
compensation and compulsory compensation. Those three stages are in accordance with three phases in the
development of the state: strong society—weak state or no state, the balance between state and society,
strong state—weak society. Gradually, the state gains the upper hand in the “state—society” relationship.
As a result, the death compensation system is guided by the state. As a continuum, in spite of its increas-
ing power, the state is subject to the influence from society.
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