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ABSTRACTS

relationships and their reordering, we cannot understand China’s national governance
system. The reordering of relationships has four dimensions: government and
market, central and local governments, the economy and society, and government
and society. The paths taken by this reordering can be divided into separation,
preservation and delay. On the one hand, the conflicts between these paths has
affected the structure of China’ s national governance, so that it seeks a balance
between closure and opening up; on the other, the course taken by the reordering of
relations is rooted in the general and the modern demands that coexist within China’s
national governance. It could be said that the straightening out of relations has
recreated the distinctive features of this governance. In the course of continuous
reordering, some of its important elements have undergone a crucial change. From
the perspective of the reordering of relations, the open nature of the absorption of
“relationships” into a larger system is crucial to the future transformation of China’s

national governance.

(3) The Rule of Law Model of Online Society Governance
Xu Hanming and Zhang Xinping * 48 -

The rule of law is the basic form of national governance, and the rule of law
model is the necessary direction for the governance of online society. Online society is
in essence a new pattern of social relationships and structural forms comprising
relationships among citizens, legal persons, organizational bodies, etc., formed and
brought together on the basis of internet technology; and also an individual or
comprehensive reflection, expansion and expression of various relationships in the
fields of the real economy, politics, culture, society and the environment. The rule
of law model of online society governance refers to governance theories, systems and
practice that employ rule of law thinking and the rule of law model to bring the
elements, structures, procedures and functions of online society governance into the
scope of the rule of law and its operational track. Reviewing the tortuous course of
the development of the rule of law in online society governance in China,
summarizing useful experience in rule of law construction in online society
governance, and reflecting on existing legislative, law enforcement and judicial
dilemmas will enable us to build up a rule of law system for online society governance
with comprehensive norms, effective implementation, strict supervision and strong
guarantees. This will be marked by Chinese characteristics and will ensure the
application of rule of law thinking and the rule of law model in governing, operating,
using and protecting the internet, thus achieving the sound and orderly operation and
development of online society along the path of the rule of law and advancing the
modernization of online society’s governance system and governance capability.
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