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Abstract: Starting from the misunderstanding of Marx by Ténnies this essay examines
the moral meaning of communism from the perspective of community theories based on
German historicism. The starting point of Marxs communist doctrine has a very strong
affinity with the tradition of German community theories—to protect the integrity of
personality—but it is quite different from the latter’s approach. Marxs solution
transcends the latter in terms of moral problems. German community theorists criticize
the political and economic institutional design of the Enlightenment rationalism and try to
rebuild the community spirit through cultural approaches. They want to sacrifice certain
“equality” at the level of political economy to open up space for the “conscientious
freedom” with a kind of moral “hierarchy” in order to preserve the integrity of the
personality. This culturally oriented humanitarianism does not give a proper place for the
political and economic structure thus fails to free itself from the cycle of “restoring the
community in a society shaped by social forces. ” Marx attempts to fundamentally
overthrow the political and economic structure that has led to this cycle. The goal is to
completely liberate one’s personality. Marx and Engels hold that it is necessary to open
up a new space for moral freedom on the basis of true political and economic equality in
order to eliminate the hierarchical differences among human beings and to safeguard the
integrity of personality of the human beings thus transcend German community theories

and elevate community to a new level.
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Abstract: From the perspective of state governance we analyze the mechanisms of
vertical fiscal imbalance ( VFI) in China. We find that the VFI is endogenously
determined by the central-Hocal political arrangements as a vertical control mechanism to
manage the local governments and coordinate regional development. The central
government seeks for better governance by adjusting the vertical political control and
vertical fiscal control. The flexible fiscal control complements the more stable political
control in improving the state governance. However there are also some latent problems

that need to be considered with regard to the fiscal control mechanisms. Policymakers
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should take serious considerations of the relationship between the fiscal institutions and
political institutions when reforming the fiscal systems and modernizing the governance

system in China.
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Abstract: Past research mainly simplifies the local government as performing the role of
an enterprise who pursues maximum benefit in the context of the market transition. It
however ignores the local governments role in promoting public welfare in economic
activities. In fact the rural local government plays the role of the public operator which
is more complicated than an enterprise in an environment consisting of the government
institution society and market. This paper finds out that the local government not only
is engaged in business activities but also uses the management of business as a strategy
to deal with stress. It shows that the local government adopts different behavioral
strategies in response to the complex environment. It has multiple goal orientations

rather than pursuing the single aim of maximizing profits. This paper also finds out that
frequent social conflicts put the local government in a dilemma between pursuing
economic interests and promoting public welfare. It is the result of the mismatch

between the governments power and responsibility.

Floating Control and Multidevel Embeddedness: Adjustment Mechanisms
of the State-society Relationship in the Context of Contracting-out Social

Services errerresseseeriseesiiiiieenneinneees Xy Yingyan & Li Xiyuan 115

Abstract: Literatures on the state-society relationship in China mainly pay attention to
the systems of differential controls the dependent development of social organizations

the institutional constraints of social organizations the project system and the embedded
development under the contracting-out social service system. They focus on the one-way
influence by the government and different developmental patterns of social organizations.
The interactional relationships between multidevel governments and social organizations
are not emphasized. Based on the practice of contracting-out social service in city G

this paper advances the concepts of the systems of differential controls and embedded
development of social organizations. The government adopts systems of floating control
according to different policy targets and different preferences of the bureaucrats. At the
same tine the professional social organizations may have the capacity to counterclaim

and embed themselves into the different levels of the government. Floating control and
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