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AR BV UR T B 5, b RAR S A AL Z AR “ 4k 2 7ok, R — R AN T A B AR, =R
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TANRZMES:, A MPB A B ARSI RIE R IEBAR RIS e P [, SR B AR LR
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Yefr—Afar st & AR EE L, TCIeMR—Fh , 45 500 SRR 230 1 A 25 A LA R AR A5 T in &
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Z IR AR AR T AN N Z ARGy T B LR BRI AR Bt ANk B AR A T AU Y Rk 3
INT #4202 SR BNAS . RN B AN AN L AT DURIE S R S A S . RS
Bl A D s A R RS ST, R TR R A S AR AL S GBS U AR
SRCARFF— B, AN DR G IR & RS FL A 35 X SE R 2 0 © AT A4t S BRF 40 8Ly, e
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Social Organization also as Root of Country: On the Trimmed Society
and the Legitimacy of Social Organization in China

Yang Chun-yu

Abstract: Even though Chinese social organization is acknowledged in principle as the key to the un-
derstanding of the nature of Chinese society, it has been underestimated by theorists for a long time. After
examining three theories, i.e. lineage model, pattern of hierarchical order and civil society, this paper
tries to rebuild a theoretical perspective which centers on Chinese social organization on the base of un-
veiling its development in Chinese history. It argues that Chinese social organization is not “anti—state” in
nature and as active as western civil society, but experienced prosperity and decline recurrently in history
due to lack of legitimacy. This predicament can be traced to the ideal type of “Trimmed Society” invented
by Legalists in the pre— Qin period. Guided by key concepts such as “root/branch”,” heavy/light” and
“eroup/clique”, this ideal type takes social organization as threaten to social solidarity and makes dynas-
ties in Chinese history tolerate social complexity at best but fail to adapt themselves to it. “Trimmed Soci-
ety” which is in many aspects on the opposite of civil society embedded a vicious imagination and a hid-
den worry about social organization in Chinese culture. It is necessary for Chinese society to relieve such
imagination and worry and truly legitimize social organization if it really means to adapt itself to the inevi-
table trend of social complexity.

Key words: Trimmed Society; Social Organization; Legitimacy; Civil Society; Hierarchical Order
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