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Governance Dislocation and Conflict Escalation: The Dilemma
of Multiple Governance in Dongli Sectarian Conflict
WANG Xu-hui

Abstract: Taking the Dongli Sectarian Conflict Event as an empirical case, this paper systematically
analyzes the process of conflict escalation and resolution, and then it discusses the causes of structural
governance dislocation in the process of multiple conflict governance. Through a longitudinal comparative
analysis, this paper shows that Dongli Sectarian Conflict Event underwent the transformation from individu-
al, local social conflict to group, overall social conflict. Meanwhile, the nature and corresponding resolu-
tion framework of this conflict event had also undergone a gradual change. Although the local govern-
ments, religious organizations, community organizations and other subjects are involved in the conflict gov-
ernance, they can not only cooperate with each other, but also face the dilemma of structural governance
dislocation. As a result, the structural dislocation of multiple conflict governance leads to the incompatible
relation between conflict governance mechanism and conflict nature, conflict resolution framework. Further-
more, the internal and external, informal and formal governance mechanisms are ineffective or even re-
verse.

Key words: Sectarian Conflicts; Conflict Escalation; Multi-Composite Governance; Governance Disloca-

tion
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