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The Stability and Flexibility of Culture Gene
——An Analysis from the Perspective of Brain-Psychology-Society
YING Xiao-ping, LUO Jing
(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China ;
Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract; The culture gene shares the very essential features of stability and flexibility with the bio-
logical genes. The unity of opposites between these two features is achieved through the synergies of two
different ways of knowledge accumulation and updating, namely, research paradigm and falsification. This
paper suggests that the scientific community and expertise can be regarded as a bridge to connect the two
ways, and that they play a key role in deciding the stability (or conservation) and flexibility (or openness)
in the given field of human culture. Through analyzing and discussing the nature of scientific community
and expertise, it is possible to integrate together the unity of opposites between stability and flexibility at
both " private" (individual) cognitive level and " public" (social) culture gene level.
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