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Promoting and Guiding: A review of studies on research methods in

Sociological Studies in the past thirty years ««-:-eeeeee- Feng Xiaotian 49

Abstract: Based on papers published in Sociological Studies the paper reviews the
important topics and results of these papers from the perspectives of methodology in
particular the quantitative research methods qualitative research methods and survey
research methods. This paper points out that Sociological Studies has made positive and
indispensible contributions in promoting and guiding the research of methods in the past

thirty years. At the same time this paper also makes two suggestions to the journal.

Advancing with Time: A review of the development of sociological surveys

in the past three decades in China — +eoeeeeeeeeeeeeaniiiiennn. Li Wei 73

Abstract: This paper reviews the development of sociological surveys in China since the
rebuilt of the discipline of sociology. During the recovery period ( 1979 - 1989)

statistical surveys begin to be adopted in social research. The practical use of such
surveys is emphasized to solve the practical problems emerged in the reform of the
Chinese society. Yet the surveys suffer from lack of academic standard or scientific
methods. During the later period of fast growth ( 1990 — 1999)  social surveys make
progress in becoming more standardized academic-oriented and professional. Since
2000 social surveys embrace a golden era of development. A series of national
longitudinal survey are carried out making it possible to better analyze social
transformation and social development. These surveys provide unprecedented and high
quality public academic resources for social research and effectively enable renovation

in the methods of social survey.

Sociological Studies and Chinese Sociology ( 1986 —2015) +«-ecveeeeeeenenns
.............................. Wei Jianwen Chai Ling & Hou Jiawei 95

Abstract: Drawing on bibliographical analysis of papers published in the journal
Sociological Studies between 1986 and 2015 this paper examines the developmental
characteristics of the journal and analyzes the history of Chinese sociology including the
research focuses methods and challenges in the past three decades. It is an important
task to trace the history of Chinese sociology and envision the developing trends of

Chinese sociology in the coming “New Golden Time”.
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