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A Study of the Problems of China’s Charity Legislation:
An Analysis of Local Charity Legislation

Xu Daowen

Abstract: The charity causes in China are changing from their traditional form to their modern manifestation, and
charity legislation should cater to the need of this change. In recent years, some provinces in China have promulgated
regulations to promote charity donations, a practice which can be taken as a legal response to the transformation of chari-
ty causes. It is true that local legislation has been innovative in the process of raising funds, cultivating charity culture,
promoting business’ s sense of social responsibility, and supervising charity activities. However, local legislation proves
to be impotent because of its limitation in regulating the access of charity organizations and tax incentives. As a result, it
is extremely crucial and urgent to establish a unified charity law to promote and protect the development of charity en-
deavors. The making of a unified charity law should be innovative, should cultivate charity endeavors, and should both
lower the threshold for charity organizations and enhance the supervision over the organizations. The making of this law
should learn from the experience of other countries’ making of the same law, and make the best out of local legislative
resources. It should actively respond to the needs of charity causes and offer legal protection to the development of Chi-
na’s charity endeavors.
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