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A Study on Optimization and Turning of Social Assistance Policy .

Eliminating Risk of “Negative Incentive”

LAN Jian, CI Qinying
(Sociology Department » Wuhan University » Wuhan 430072 China)

Abstract: This study analyzes the central and local governments’ current social assistance policy and summari-
zes the “negative incentives” defects in the existing policy. The main ideas include: the qualification of the salvage
is single, and the definition of the responsibility of the relief is vague, the employment support and the incentive is
insufficient, the special rescue is not precisely aiming and simply superimposed on the relief treatment. These lead
to a considerable part of the people with working ability lacking initiative to get rid of poverty and intention of em-
ployment. To solve the “negative incentives” risk of the social assistance policy, the key is to strive to achieve the
turn from the type of passive living relief of giving money and substance to comprehensive social assistance like ca-
pacity building and improving self development. The measures of optimizing the policy are suggested as follows:
establishing “expenditure based poverty” relief, clearly implementing classification aid, accurately positioning the
project assistance function, achieving a unified assistance responsibilities, increasing employment assistance and
policy incentives, stimulating recipients’ initiative of reemployment, strengthening capacity assistance, and enhan-
cing the ability of self out of poverty.
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