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Receiving Charity and Gambling: An Analysis of the
Dilemma of an Entrepreneur’ s “Charity Program”

through Bullfighting Activity in a Village

LIU Yi-ran
( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 1000732)

Abstract Using HD Village in Yunnan Province as a case this article probes into the Bullfighting
activity from which the dilemma of the charity programs lunched by an entrepreneur could be observed. By
putting forward the concept of “Cultural Peasant” this article argues that when basic living is secured
villagers” need for constructing their social identity and cultural status triumphs their need for maximizing
economic interests. Although the charity program helped villagers increase their income its rejection of the
Bullfighting reflects that modern economic rationality in the operation of enterprises is contradictory with the
social relation and cultural structure of the village which finally resulted in the dilemma of the charity
program.

Key words village culture; charity program Bullfighting cultural peasant
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