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ABSTRACTS

(1) Cutting into Reality: Marx’s Critique and Transcendence of Early German Romanticism
Liu Senlin « 4 -

In studying the historical development of Marx’ s philosophy and views, we
should consider the influence that early German romanticism exerted on his thought.
Marx’s philosophy is clearly evident in his view of the philosophical reality of his in-
heritance, critique and transcendence of early German romanticism. On the basis of
early German romanticism’s valuing of individuality and particularity and consequent
highlighting of immediate reality, Marx employed a scientific method to grasp a higher
essential reality, thus arriving at the unity of immediate reality and essential reality.
From the perspective of the latter, the critique of capitalism in romantic irony was an
external critique that could truly grasp and improve reality only after it was raised to
the level of an internal critique. Marx further revealed the social and economic foundations
of modern nihilism in relation to the problematic nihilist tendency arising from early
German romanticism’s critique of modern society. While early German romanticism
stressed the importance of the local and national character that was becoming increas-
ingly marginalized in modernization, Marx included them in a global field of vision and
viewed them in terms of a broader and more fundamental reality, stopping them from
going to extremes. In rethinking the questions it raised, Marx completed his critique
and transcendence of early German romanticism, thus constructing a rational philo-
sophical view of reality.

(2) Estimating Major Urbanized Areas in China: A Population Concentration Approach
Jiang Mangi and Xi Qiangmin « 26 -«

On the basis of the new population concentration approach, taking as a bench-
mark the size of contiguous population concentrations of a certain population density,
we calculate and analyze the situation of China’s major urbanized areas. Our findings
show that these areas are distinguished by high population concentration. Great dis-
c_fepancies exist between the geographical scope of urban administration and the spa-
tial distribution of major urbanized areas based on the concentration approach. Over

the last decade, there has been large-scale population concentration in major urban-
e 204 -



ABSTRACTS

ized areas, but growth in the dimensions of these areas is occurring faster than popu-
lation growth. In planning for major functional regions, the design of major urban-
ized areas suffers from excessively large scope and rather low current concentration,
hindering the realization of an intensive and compact development mode of Chinese

urbanization.

(3) Research on the Disparity in the Remuneration of Senior Management in Chinese
Enterprises Fang Fang and Li Shi » 47

Our analysis of the inter-enterprise disparity in senior management salaries is
based on 2005-2012 data on listed companies. We reached the following conclusions:
1) Quite large disparities exist in payments to senior management in different Chinese
enterprises. For most years, the disparities are even greater than those between the
wages of ordinary personnel in different enterprises. This is mainly because of the
excessive remuneration paid to a few senior officials. 2) Between 2005 and 2012, such
inter-enterprise disparities expanded rapidly at first and then gradually decreased. The
dominant factor in this fluctuation was the dramatic rise and fall in senior manage-
ment salaries in a few financial enterprises, with the falls being accounted for mainly
by the government’s policy of restricting senior management salaries in state-owned
enterprises. The central government’s restrictions on such salaries were aimed at
helping to control the excessively rapid growth in the remuneration of enterprises’
senior management across the whole society. 3) In the course of this rise and fall,
notable differences remained between the decision-making mechanisms for senior
management salaries in state-owned and non-state-owned public enterprises. 4) The
decision-making mechanisms in senior management salaries at state-owned enterpri-
ses and the structure of corporate governance did not play the role they should have in
mitigating the excessively rapid growth in senior management salaries and decreasing

the disparities among them.

(4) The Legal Regulation of Irrational Elements in the Operations of Boards of Directors
Zhu Yikun * 68

The operating processes of boards of directors are delicate and complex, and cor-
porate legislation cannot simply equate law on board structure with law on board gov-
ernance. It is necessary to start from the Chinese situation and grasp the operating
processes of Chinese boards with a sober appreciation of the irrational elements in
their operating mechanisms. Board governance has entered a new sfage of institution-
alization, and the law should shift from its emphasis on structure to give equal atten-
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