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roots of the problems that have accompanied that development: gross social inequality, a persistent and oppres-

sive bureaucracy, and a drastic environmental crisis.

Keywords: land financing, drawing in businesses and investments, cheap labor, communist entrepreneurship,

globalized technology transfer

Local Society, Lineages, Merchants and Surname Associations: Based on Field Research in the South

of Fujian 125
Chen Xiahan

Abstract: Lineages and surname associations are common organizations of patrilineal decent found in the Han
ethnic group in China. Strictly defined, a lineage refers to a group of descendants from a common paternal an-
cestor. However, in the traditional society of the Han people, some lineage organizations, when finding it diffi-
cult to increase their strength and size based on blood relationship, often establish ties with other lineages of the
same surname by worshiping their common remote paternal ancestor, thereby giving rise to surname associa-
tions based on virtual blood relationship consisting of lineages of the same surname. Lineages and surname asso-
ciations both exist in southern Fujian. This paper examines the organizational structure, social functions and so-
cial causes of the appearance of surname associations existing in today’s southern Fujian on the basis of the field
research in this area over many years, arguing that the fact that surname associations are active in today’s south-
ern Fujian is because: (1) these lineages share increasingly common regional interests; and (2) merchants from

them share increasingly common economic interests under the market economy.

Keywords: southern Fujian, surname association, lineage, merchant, convergence of interests

COMMUNICATION AND CYBERSPACE

Liminality and Potentials of Urban Space 140
Pan Zhongdang & Yu Hongmei

Abstract: Focusing on the intersection of spatial dynamics and subjects’ spatial practices, this paper discusses
the mutual constitution of city space and communication in the age of globalization and new media. With the
concept of liminality from cultural anthropology, we develop an analytical perspective on actors’ social practic-
es (including communicative practices) and their accomplishment of their subjectivity via such practices. On
this basis, this paper argues that liminality and capacity of city space together form a unique dimension for us to
re-imagine human communication. In such a re-imagination, human communication is, among other things, a

process of creating liminal experiences in which individuals can accomplish transformation between structural
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