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Folk Wisdom and Grassroots Innovation:

A Perspective from Psychological Anthropology
LUO Jing, SHI Bao—guo

Abstract: Folk wisdom and innovation can be regarded as a kind of creative adaption that grass-
roots make for their survival and self—fulfillment. Grassroots innovation generates in special cognitive and
motivational context because innovation usually require extensive mental and material resources that may
not be rich in the grassroots. In this paper, we discussed the cognitive features of grassroots innovation
from multiple psychological perspectives including contrasts between the processes of insight and trial-
and—error, learning and creation, innovation and renovation, and decomposition and integration. The moti-
vational features of grassroots innovation, however, were considered through contrasts between the empha-
sis on usefulness and novelty, the aim of construction and destruction, and the intention of investment and
speculation.

Key words: folk wisdom; grassroots innovation; psychological features
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