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interests they acquire from the state and society. All people have total self-owner-
ship, which forms the basis of many of the rights they enjoy, but this is not the basis
of their social desert. Social desert means the public value and shared resources that
each person can acquire from society. Its basis is people’s status as members of a
community, a status determined by their position in the political, social and economic
structure. Social justice means everyone gets their desert in the socioeconomic
sphere. The theory of social desert is a theory of resource distribution concerned with
the question of social justice in the spread, allocation and distribution of basic social
resources. It advocates not only the protection of everyone’s self-ownership and careful
treatment of self-ownership transactions, alterations, and compensation, but also
everyone’s equal enjoyment of basic social resources. Announcing a return to the

starting point of social justice, it provides a feasible path to easing social contradictions.

(3) Changes in the Pattern of Intergenerational Mobility in Contemporary China
Li Lulu and Zhu Bin « 40 -

Using data from three China General Social Surveys, we analyze the basic situa-
tion and changing trends in intergenerational mobility among Chinese social strata over
the past 60 years. Our research finds that overall mobility is rising and social open-
ness shows a wave-like pattern, but intergenerational inheritance remains the domi-
nant model in intergenerational mobility in different periods. In the course of socioe-
conomic transition, the main mechanism of social exclusion has changed from “sys-
temic exclusion” to “market exclusion,” leading to changes in the structure of social
opportunity and a transformation in patterns of intergenerational mobility. The main
changes are a decline in inherited advantages among specific strata and the growing
difficulty of cyclical cross-strata mobility. Changes in the mechanism of social exclu-
sion can boost social openness, stimulating social dynamism and strengthening social
legitimacy. But if superior strata use the market exclusion mechanism in the interests

of their own reproduction, social strata in China may yet harden.

(4) How the Bias toward Central/ Western Land Supplies Boosts Wages in the East
Lu Ming, Zhang Hang and Liang Wenquan « 59 -

Aiming at the rapid increase in labor costs in the Chinese economy and using
panel data for 286 prefectural-level cities from 2001 to 2010, we made land supply
the instrumental variable in housing prices and compared boundary samples for the

eastern and the central and western provinces. After effectively controlling for possible
o« 204



