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ABSTRACTS

(1) The History and Logic of the Growth of Western Nation-States
Zhang Fengyang « 4

“Nation” and “state” have different sources, and their purposes differ greatly,
too. The former is a branch of the pedigree of a “community,” offering its individual
members an object of emotional attachment, whereas the latter originates in a “governing
body,” whose core structure is an organized system of political power characterized by
violence. In early modern Europe, the development of the market economy placed on
its agenda of practice the task of building a modern state, that is, integrating a politi-
cal order, but this gradually brought about the failure of the classical republican mode
of civil mobilization, creating space for the modernity of ancient nation consciousness.
The territorial state that emerged in the age of absolutism resulted in large-scale nation-
building that transcended the diversity of the original ethnic groups and imposed political
protocols. The milestone of the French Revolution further decoupled state sovereignty
from a single personified ruler and established the nation-state community of destiny
and the political arrangements of a democratic republic as the basic structure of the
modern state, releasing enormous cross-cultural transmission spillover effects and

eventually rebuilding the political imagination.
(2) “Relational Rationality” and Real “Community” He Lai » 22

The contradiction between subjective rationality and sense of commonality is the
profound antinomy of modernity. This underlying predicament of modernity requires
that philosophy reflect deeply on and rebuild the concept of rationality. The new rationality
cannot be“objective rationality” based on an abstract “community,” or “subjective ra-
tionality” relying on abstract “individuals”; instead, it should be a “relational ration-
ality” that transcends both. The establishment of the concept of “subjectivity for others”
under the basic principle of relational rationality sets down a fundamental intellectual
precondition for overcoming the contradiction between 'subjective rationality and sense
of commonality. The philosophical self-consciousness of relational rationality involves
both the deepening of self-understanding and the recalibration of the intellectual tasks
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and value concerns of philosophy. For Chinese, Western and Marxist philosophy,
this should involve encouraging interpersonal unity and at the same time advancing
the development of the individual’s free personality. On this basis, our pursuit of a
real “community” should become a self-conscious philosophical awareness and value
concern. This constitutes an important growth point for dialogue and integration be-

tween Chinese, Western and Marxist philosophy.

(3) The Coupling Effect Produced by the Intervention of Capital in Culture
Hu Xiao « 45

As operational rules that originated in spiritual cultural production and the material
commodity economy respectively, the logic of cultural production and the logic of
capital used to belong to two realms with little interconnection. With the advance-
ment of modern technology and its widespread use in social production, however,
modern technology has increasingly become a key factor in capital. Especially since
the introduction of capital into cultural production, the two are no longer independ-
ent; they are interwoven with one another and have developed a rich and intricate
coupling mechanism. At present, the logical coupling of cultural production and capital
is demonstrating a new trend. The commodification and marketization of spiritual
cultural production has created a new situation; the changing format of the intangible
economy has developed a new mechanism for the interaction of cultural production
and capital; and the modernization of information technology has enabled the logical
embedding of capital in cultural production to produce new paradigms of time and
space. At the same time, the special features of cultural production in the humanities
(social sciences) mean that they face special challenges and opportunities in their logical
encounter with capital. That requires that we correctly understand the two-sided value of
capital’s intervention in cultural production, be consciously aware of the relations between

the two, and promote the great development and prosperity of socialist culture.

(4) The Inequality Effect and Social Integration in Urbanization
Chen Yunsong and Zhang Yi « 78

On the basis of the China Social Survey (CSS2011) and related urban statistics,
we analyzed urbanization’s effect on inequality and the social integration of members
of the floating population who have rural household registration compared to the popula-
tion with urban registration. Qur findings show that although the increased rate of

urbanization has not produced marked income differences between “farmers working
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