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ABSTRACTS

pre-trial meeting, fine-tune the trial content of laying equal stress on conviction and senten-

cing, and make Chinese criminal trial procedure substantive at the level of litigation.

(7) Construction of Policy Issues in Cyberspace
Zhang Kangzhi and Xiang Yuqiong * 123 ¢

Information technology is now shaping a virtual world through the internet, one
that is seemingly parallel with nature and society. In this world, information flow
breaks down all boundaries and realizes a second disembodiment of society, so that
physical distance is no obstacle to acquiring the right to construct policy issues. On
one hand, social issues can reach every internet terminal instantly and attract wide-
spread concern, thus becoming policy issues; on the other, in the course of this tran-
sition from social issues to policy issues, opinions can be expressed at any network
node and so freely enter the construction of policy issues. Therefore, policy issues are
no longer local as they were in the past. Meanwhile, the right to construct policy is-
sues is dispersed in cyberspace and marked by fluidity. In this fluid cyberspace, the
center-periphery social structure has lost its roots and become a process of “decentraliza-
tion. ” The decentralization of social structure will allow people break away from the
shackles of the system and acquire real autonomy. The construction of policy issues
under the network structure has been achieved by autonomous individuals and operates
through interrelationships involving high-frequency interaction, since every individual
in cyberspace has a symbiotic relationship with others. Under these conditions, the

construction of policy issues will be carried out through human cooperation.
(8) On the Representational Effect of Chinese Characters Li Quanmin + 139 »

As the basis of Chinese culture and its main vehicle, the unique nature of Chinese
characters has exerted a great influence on the Chinese cognitive process and way of
thought. As a basic form of external signification, Chinese characters’ representation
is different from that of alphabetic writing, being closer to pictorial representation.
Because of this, users of Chinese characters tend, in their mental activities, to use
analog representation and propositional representation connected with experience.
Moreover, they match this with intuition, imagination, and a substantive reasoning
model, thus limiting transcendental abstract concepts, representation of transcendent
propositions, and the initiation and development of formal inference. As a result,
knowledge in traditional Chinese culture is biased toward experience and practical

application. At the same time, this has enabled the flourishing of art and literature
o 205 »



