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Chinese Social Problems Study of Students Studying

in America during the Republican China Era
Based on the Study of Doctoral Dissertations on Sociology and Anthropology

YUAN Qing

Abstract: During the Republican China era, group of students studying in America who got their
doctorates on sociology or anthropology devoted themselves to studying China problems which con-
tained both a wide range of topics and rich contents invloving Chinese migrations and their cultural ad-
justment, Chinese communities, rural construction, clan and family system, ethnical and population
issues, social thought, social movement and social control problems, Chinese philanthropy, labor
problems, crime issues, opium questions, American public opinions on China, regional social welfare
and so on. All of these studies reflect their strong realities-care and indigenous study inclication on the
purpose of applying their learing to solve the practical problems in China. Their achievements were
widespread among western scholars and received highly praise, which had been an oganic part of mod-
ern sinology scholarship in the West. Besides, they also had a lasting effect on domestic academic cir-
cles, for they led the fashion of the indigenization of sociology and anthropology in China, and their
studies were the origin of the indigenization of sociology and anthropology movement in the Republi-
can China era.
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