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BERE AN MR

Quality of Life and Quality of Society .

A Comparative Study of the Theory and Methodology
LIN Ka

(School of Public Administration, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310027, China)

Abstract: The theory of quality of life and the theory of quality of society both make social measurement by using so-
cial indicators, but their methods and focuses are different. The perspectives of quality of life theory help us understand
people’s living condition and its improvement, while the perspectives of the theory of quality of society can help us under-
stand the characteristics of the social structure and social system. Based on the social survey data conducted by the Re-
search Association of the Quality of Asian Society and these two perspectives, we can analyze the data and indicate that
these two theories have differences and characteristics in terms of methodology. It can be seen that we cannot underestimate
the policy significance of the quality of life when emphasizing the application of the theory of quality of society. Meanwhile,
as China is undergoing rapid expansion of the income gap, promoting the theory of the quality of the society is directly and
realistically significant for enhancing social harmony and improving people’s well-being. Therefore, the orientation and ana-
Iytical methods of the two theories are complementary to each other rather than mutually exclusive.

Key Words: social indicators; quality of life; quality of society; social policy; comparative study; methodology
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