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Commemorating Professor Zheng Hangsheng 1

“Theoretical Self-consciousness” and the Development of the Social

Operation School — +eeeevecceseireenines Hong Dayong & Huang Jialiang 2

Abstract : This paper outlines the theoretical structure of the social operation school at
three levels ontology, epistemology and the value theory. It analyzes the major
dimentions of “theoretical self-conciousness” in the theoretical construction of the social
operation school. This school of thought developes through a deep introspection of three
basic relationships: China and the West, the ancient and the modem, theory and
reality. The social operation school is an important achievement of the localization of

Chinese sociology, and has become a key reference for the innovation of sociology with
Chinese characteristics.

Transcending the Duality of the Indiviudal and Society; Interpreting the
theory of social mutual construction «-«reseeereseecicnrenies Xie Lizhong 13

Abstract; The theory of social mutual construction, advocated by Professor Zheng
Hangsheng and his colleagues, interprets the relationship between the individual and
society as a relationship of “mutual construction and co-variation”. It aims to understand
and interpret the various phenomena of the modern society through such relations of
“mutual construction and co-variation” , transcending the duality of the individual and
society. It is of important theoretical significance for sociology in China and beyond.

Perspective of the Social Operation Theory and the Localization of Sociology
i Ching ««eeveererrersnenseniiiiirnnceieeise. Li Qiang & Zhang Ying 24

Abstract:The Chinese society has experienced many new changes since Professor Zheng
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Hangsheng proposed the social operation theory in the mid-1980s. This paper analyzes
these new changes from the perspective of the social operation theory, examining the
huge impact of the government, market, and society on China’s social operation.
Analysis focuses on five major characterisitcs of the Chinese society: the domination of
the government, the stress on collective interests, the importance of social network, the
significance of status and etiquette, and familial ethics, which are key to the promotion
of the localization of sociology in China.

PAPER

Path, Space and Limitation of Rural Land System Reform in China: From
the perspective of the mutual construction of actions under the framework of

“empowerment and restriction of rights” «+eeeeeee Wu Yi & Chen Qi 36

Abstract . This paper analyzes the relationship among the central government, local
authorities and the peasants in China’s rural land system reform from the perspective of
mutual construetion of actions under the framework of “empowerment and restriction of
rights”. Such relationship is formed in the reform process of land management,
administration and expropriation system. These reforms show dual characteristics of
empowering and restricting rights, and contain a misplacement of the three concerned
parties’ demand for policies. The central government encourages the peasants through
constant reinforcement of their land contract rights, while maintainig restriction by
sticking with the collective ownership of the rural land. At the same time, the central
government motivates local authorities through empowerment and concessions, while
trying to contrain their desire for profit. As for the peasants, they actively make use of
the empowerment policy to expand their interests. At the same time, the peasants try to
maintain the system of equal division of land by drawing support from the principles of
restricting rights. Finally, by taking advantage of the empowerment policy and restricting
the rights of peasants, local authorities seek commercial benefits of the land, and
degrive the rights of the peasants. As a result, contradictions of needs for empowerment
and restriction of rights arise among the three parties. Such complicated mutual
construction of actions become an important mechanism through which the path, space

and limitation of the reform are formed.

Conceptualizing Public Disorder: State and the Emergence and Evolution of
“Mass Incident” in Ching «---+-scvsreseeseescanees seeeeees Feng Shizheng 63

Abstract : The past twenty years witnessed the term “mass incident” (quntixing shijian)
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