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Ethnic Stratification in Western China’s Labor Markets
MA Zhongcai

Abstract: Previous research on stratification in China has rarely paid attention to the circumstances
of ethnic minorities in a rapidly changing society. In order to remedy such omission, this paper analyzes in-
equality between Han Chinese and ethnic minorities based on survey conducted in the west of China in
2010. The results show that the minorities are not a monolithic block but a differentiated group, however,
a considerable part of minorities is still in similar socioeconomic status. The income attainment models have
revealed the following findings:(1)The ethnic income gap can mainly be explained by education, urban-ru-
ral geographic disparities, and sector segregation; (2)Han—minority earnings gap was negligible in govern-
ment or institutions, but it increased with the marketization of the employment sector. Results also show
that Han Chinese has more opportunities to get non—agricultural occupations than ethnic minorities, and
ethnic minorities are more likely to work in government or institutions than Han Chinese.

Key words: ethnic stratification; ethnic preferential policy; market transformation
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