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“Getting Old before Getting Rich” in China: A Regional Perspective

Zhong Shuiying Zhao Yu Ren Jingru

Abstract: The regional perspective of “getting old before getting rich” in China is framed by the com—
parison in population ageing between less developed and more developed areas. Basing on the connotation of
this phenomenon this paper constructs measurement indexes to describe the phenomenon quantitatively and
analyzes the severity trends and causes of this phenomenon in China. The results show that while trends in
population aging in different regions across China are broadly consistent with regional levels of economic de—
velopment spatial patterns of ageing have been changing. The inter-regional trend of “getting old before get—
ting rich” has become increasingly severe. The reasons why the phenomenon becomes increasingly serious are
the dramatic growth in migrant population which is highly age selective and concentrated in the developed
regions.
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Figure 1  Value of zrdc of the Three Major Regions During 1995 —2012
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Table 1  Value of iudc and P Value of Three Kinds of Correlation Coefficient Test during 1995 —2012
iude Pearson b Kendall b Spearman N

1995 44.59 0. 000476 0. 000368 0. 000308

1996 44. 86 0. 000540 0. 000422 0. 000266

1997 45.32 0. 000672 0. 000534 0. 000475

1998 46. 80 0.001314 0. 001094 0. 001227

1999 47.39 0. 001704 0. 001445 0. 001396

2000 50. 00 0. 005029 0. 004547 0. 005219

2001 47.56 0.001833 0. 001561 0. 002036

2002 51.22 0. 008090 0. 007492 0. 005832

2003 49.27 0. 003758 0. 003344 0.004161

2004 51.30 0. 008333 0. 007728 0. 006508

2005 56.09 0.043773 0. 043042 0. 040666

2006 55.01 0.030918 0.030127 0. 023966

2007 55.01 0.030918 0.030127 0.031391

2008 53.85 0. 020938 0. 020155 0.016431

2009 51.52 0. 009034 0. 008408 0. 00897

2010 60. 84 0. 168105 0. 16859 0. 14483

2011 66. 35 0. 545334 0. 546807 0. 457766

2012 65. 85 0.498516 0. 500081 0.499779
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Table 2 The Spatial Distribution of Population Ageing in 352 Chinese Prefecture-level Cities
8 3 47 14 10 34
6 20 33 12 20 27
13 35 11 15 23 21
20 24 15 20 20 19
26 20 13 35 17 7
44 7 7 21 19 18
N N N N N 11 N ;
N . . 12
2010
GEODA 1 352
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2.2.1
20 80 80 90
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. « 2011% 1982 1987 1990 .1995 .2000 .2005 .2010
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Figure 2 The Age Distribution of Migrant Population and Total Population in China
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Table 3 Results of the Regression Model
(1) (2) (2) (3)
anpgr,; —0.982933 —2.139490™ - 0.639952™ - 2.528677
nmr; — 0. 825424 — 0. 849852 —0.734487
east, -0.007157"
central, - 0.005894"
¢ 0. 024029 0.032715™ 0. 038665 ™
AdjustedRz 0. 086567 0. 667726 0. 678573 0. 727949
WhiteF 6. 405492 0. 486055 0.231911 1. 605679
N 1% 5%
(1) .(2) i
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