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A Study on the Index of Burden of Elder Care and Capacity of Family Support

Feng Ting Zheng Zhenzhen

Abstract: To explore the feasibility and sub—group characteristics of current family support for elderly in
China this study utilizes synthesis evaluation from perspectives of both burden of elder care and capacity of
family support. We design three sets of index from economic human-resource and potential dimensions and
an integrated summary index to identify the most vulnerable sub—groups. Data from CLHLS are used to devel-
op and analyze the sets of index. Results suggest that the largest gap in family capacity relative to burden of
elder care exists in the oldest old the female old and the old living in the east or middle area. These vulnera—
ble groups in old-age support do have much lower family capacity with higher burden of care in all the eco-
nomic human resource and potential dimensions and their inferiority can also be traced from past life experi—
ences which is getting worse as they are ageing.
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Table 1  Indicators for Burden of Elder Care-Capacity of Family Support
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Table 2 Demographics of the Sample Population ( N =7176)

45.1 65 ~79 34.3
54.9 80 ~ 89 29.2
21.2 90 ~99 26.0
35.5 100 + 10.5
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Figure 1 Burden of Elder Care-Capacity of Family Support Index by Residence
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Figure 2 Burden of Elder Care-Capacity of Family Support Index by Gender
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Figure 3  Burden of Elder Care-Capacity of Family Support Index by Age Group
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Figure 4 Burden of Elder Care-Capacity of Family Support Index by Area
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Figure 5 Burden of Elder Care-Capacity of Family Support Index by Number of Children
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Table 3 Inferior and Superior Subgroup Identification by CHAID
C ) «C )
65 ~79
-14.1 N N (2.4)
(-38.6)
N N 65~79 . N
-8.8
(36.9) (-41.3)
-14.1 N (-6.0) N (-24.8)
N N 65~79 . N
26.5
(45.0) (17.6)
N N N <65 ~79 80 ~ 89
38.9
(30.0) (53.9)
-12.3 o 65~79 . . (-355)
(10.7)
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“ ” ( Lin and Yi 2011; N 2011; YeanJu Lee and William
L. Parish et al 1994)
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