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Abstract: A questionnaire survey, to assess the elder’ s living conditions and service demand, with
questions centering on health, income, living mode, support conditions, psychological state, service
demand, was conducted on 119 elder people from three townships in the border areas between north
and south Jiangsu. It is found that the rural elderly people’ s education level is on the whole not high.

The empty — nest rate of the oldest old (80 and over 80) is higher than the middle old and the young
old, rising with the age growth. Nearly 50% of the population belongs to low — income people, merely
meeting their needs in daily life and finding it difficult to deal with medical care expenditure. Most of
them are only supported by their children; their mental health is fine; their service demands focus on
such two aspects as rights and interests maintenance and psychosomatic health. Suggestions are thus
put forward here: attaching great importance to the rural elderly’ s mental health needs, accelerating e—
qualization of old — age services, increasing the investment in universities for the rural elderly.
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