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A Study of Health Selection Mechanism of China’s Rural Labor Force Transfer

QIN Li-jianl, CHEN Bo2, YU Kang3
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Abstract : The analysis of the data from the large scale tracking surveys of the fixed observation points in rural area by
Ministry of Agriculture of China shows amechanism of Health Selectivity in China’s of Rural Labor force Transfer. One-year
lagged self-reported health status is taken as the initial influence factor on the current-year migration distance of the
floating workers to avoid the error cause by the endogenous problem between the health and migration, and the control of
the pre-migration status of rural labors helps to separate the health effects on migration and thesalmon bias effect. The
empirical study finds that health activate the migration and is positively correlated with the migration distance, the more
healthy the rural labors are, the longer distance they migrate. Meanwhile the rural migrants’ health problems usually make
them to returnhometown in the rural. Generally, health conditions have significant HealthSelection Effect and Salmon Bias
Effect on migration of the rural laborsin China.

Key words: Transferring of Rural Labor Force; Healthy Migrant Hypothesis ; Salmon Bias Hypothesis
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