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Internet  And Collective Action
Establishing An Analytical Framework
Yu Jianning

(Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)
Abstract  The Internet affects the emergence and development of collective action by extending the opportunity
structure and increasing the mobilization potential of collective action, as well as providing a platform of public
opinion that independent of the official media. Meanwhile, the impact of the Internet on collective action extends
the premise of the traditional collective action theory in four aspects: extending the environment in which
collective action occurs; reducing organizational costs; breaking the discourse monopoly and breaking through the
restriction from geographical boundaries. Therefore, the examination of the relationship between the Internet and
collective action needs to be placed in an analytical framework, which includes actors, the Internet, collective
action, Institutional background and the interaction among them. Only by investigating the interactive mechanism
of the four elements that mentioned above under different conditions, can we have a better understanding of the
relationship between the Internet and collective action.

Key words internet; collective action; network collective action; institutional background




