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Culture—emic constructivism: Paradigms, Ethics and
Methods of Disaster Studies

LIU Hong-Xu'?, HU Rong'
(1. Xiamen University School of Public Affairs, Xiamen 361005;
2. Tibet University for Nationalities Department of Sociology, Xianyang 712082)

Abstract: Disaster social studies is the process of collection of data and reconstructing the disastrous events
by researchers who enter the sites of disasters. Taking the perspective of the research objects, which is a stance
of culture —emic constructivism, and integrating it with a constructionist relativist ontology and subjective
epistemology, one will arrive at culture—emic constructivist paradigm. In terms of research methods, culture—emic
means connecting with the thoughts and discourses of the people in disaster areas. Constructivism can assist in
reconstructing the disaster social facts and the meanings behind them. As to ethics, researchers must abide by the
basic ethical requirements of sociological research and maintain objectivity and neutrality without giving short
shrift to humanistic empathy with the victims.

Key words: Culture—emic; constructivist paradigm; disaster studies; ethics rules; research methods



