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Social Strata Structure Change in
Contemporary China Since 1949

LU Xue-yi"?
( 1.The Institute of Sociology of CASS, Beijing 100732, China;
/

2.College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing University of Technology, Beijing 100124, China )

Abstract: There are different social strata structures in different developing stages. Since
1840 China has been in great changing period. Since 1949 social strata structure in China
has changed greatly, and esp. since 1978 soci}a] strata structure in China has changed from
two classes and one stratum to ten social strata. The paper points out that a middle stratum
is being formed, and a modem social strata structure that is barely in embryo has been
formed. Of course there is still something to do to improve the social strata structure.

Keywords: social strata structure; middle stratum; change
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