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Evaluation and Thoughts on Population Control Policies in
Chinese Large Cities in the Fast Urbanization Period
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Abstract:This paper reviews current population control policies of Chinese large cities from 3 perspectives
of administrative control, industry replacement and space programming. Very few policies have achieved
expected results so far. Further, the paper takes views of ecology, economy and sociology to examine
whether the population of large cities should be indeed controlled. The conclusion is not necessary, and
to some extent theories even prefer further population growth. Finally, based on the view of large city
development pattern, the paper proposes that population control policies are just one of the means to
achieve the social development aim, the urban-rural gap is crucial for the population control effect, and
to construct the “Environment-Economy-Equity” framework to help city governments design appropriate
population control policies.
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