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The Definition of Baseline Equality and Its System Index

—— On the Discussion of the Foundation Theories of Social Security

JING Tian-kui
(Institute of the Sociology,Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract; With social security system having covered the whole country, the fundamental researches of
social security theories is becoming a bottleneck to restricting the future development. Among all these funda-
mental issues, this paper focuses on the discussions for a conceptual framework — Baseline Equality. The pa-
per concludes and clarifies the definition in much detail from six aspects, practice background and system set-
ting; political propositions and orientations; the academic focus, methodology difficulties, and different views
for equality, etc. The paper further expounds the simplicity principle for conceptual measurement of baseline
equality ; establishes the 3 —level index system that includes characteristic indexes, representative indexes and
measurement indexes; and finally summarizes the features and both the advantages and disadvantages of this
system index. This paper puts forward the view that baseline equality, rather than an elegant veil, it aims at
and exposes the roots and keys for social equity. Compared with other indexes, the measurement results of
baseline equality indexes probably show a lower equitable degree under the same social conditions. To the de-
gree of fairness China has achieved for the moment, the time we employ for approaching the target value for the
requirements of baseline equality perhaps will take twenty or thirty years, or even still longer — in terms of
most indexes.

Key words: baseline equality; simplicity principle; partial baseline welfare; non partial baseline welfare

[RERE EHE]

©34 .



