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An Exploration of Inner Psychological Mechanism
for Materialism Values

LI Yuan, LI Zhao-xia

(Institute of Sociology,Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract; Materialism generally refers to individual s values focusing on material possession, social rec-
ognition and appealing appearance. Based on formative reasons of materialism, seeking for materialism values
is not only the expression of individual insecurity, but also the strategy to satisfy safe need. There is a negative
recycle between seeking for external goals and the satisfaction for basic psychological need among materialists.
This recycle though maintains the materialistic life style, it actually leaves people with lower sense of compe-
tency, self — appraisal, and satisfaction. In this paper, we mainly explore the inner psychological formation
and mechanism for materialism values, and based on this suggests the future agenda of empirical research. The
paper also aims to help the public establish a righteous conception of consumption and provides enlightenment
and guidance to commencing a healthy life model through sorting materialistic contents.

Key words: Materialism ;individual insecurity ;self determination theory ;subjective well — being
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