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The Transformation of Educational Reform

From Political-economic Reform to Social-cultural Reform
CHENG Tian-jun
Center for Sociology of Education Nanjing Normal University Nanjing Jiangsu 210097 China

Abstract The education of new China during the past sixty years is approximately characterized as a history of vari-
ous reforms of which most of them could be identified as reforms based on political-economic needs. In the founding pe-
riod with the release of the new-democratic educational policies the ideological reform movement rectified teacher’s role
in a political way. The department adjustment in 1952 occurred to meet urgent demands of developing heavy industry and
also acted as an important measure for political homogenization. The resolution in 1985 spurred the particular “compulsory
education” that shirked the compulsory political-economic duties directly which made education injustice difficult to reverse
along with the key school system. Since the rise of the market economy in 1992 educational reform especially in higher
education field has subordinated itself to economic reform and taken to the road of great leap forward expanding franti-
cally upgrading irrationally and mergering improperly. Educational reform as a subspecies of political-economic reform
was used by either political rules or economic indicators even both of them which made it hard to function well. It is
necessary to transform educational reform into a social-cultural sort bringing it back to the category of social reform and
retaining the views of culture.
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