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Institutional Work and Status Mobility .
Historical Archives Research on the Status Obtained
of Accountants in Early 20™ Century Shanghai

Wang Yan, Jia Liangding

Abstract: Based on the historical archives of accountants in Shanghai during the Republic of
China period, this paper analyzes how the low-status profession, which was not known by the public
in the professional ecosystem at the beginning of professionalization, became a high-status profession
recognized by the society in over ten years through institutional work. The mobility of their status
mainly takes place through four kinds of institutional work: (1) drawing a clear line, keeping dis-
tance from the existing social classification and emphasizing their core professional characteristics;
(2) category reference, imitating the practice of high-status specialties and comparing it with neigh-
boring specialties; (3)seeking political visibility, actively participate in political events to increase
their social visibility and political status; (4 )exploiting market position, establish a relatively inde-
pendent professional market space and implement position flow in the existing market. The existing
literature examined the change of professional status within occupational categories, and this study
shows that professional need to compete in the professional ecosystem, and its institutional work
effect redefines the entire professional category by reclassifying them into higher-status professionals,
thus changing the position of the profession in the entire social occupational order systems.

Key words: profession; institutional work; status mobility; professional ecosystem
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Love and Social Change in China.
Using Emotional Structure as the Analytical Framework

Liu Yiran

Abstract ; The emergence, development and change of love are inseparable from the changes of
the whole society. By analyzing the discussion on love from 1910 to 1940 in all kinds of materials,
we can explore the power relation among different social groups, and further probe into China’ s
modernization process. Using the framework of emotional structure, this article explores love in rela-
tion to other types of emotions, and discusses the process and mechanism of social change from the
perspective of individual, social group and the entire society.

Key words: emotional structure; love; social change
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