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Agency: The Role and Space of Residential Assistance

WANG Xiaoyi YANG Rongrong

Abstract From targeted poverty alleviation to rural revitalization, residential assistance has played an
important role. Some of the existing research paid attention to the perspective of rural development and
poverty alleviation, while others on state authority in local societies. Most of them ignored the agency of
individuals who were working in villages. In fact, it is the agency of individuals during residential assis-
tance that determined the effectiveness of their assistance work. There was room beyond what was speci-
fied in the institutional guidelines, which allowed the resident working teams to work for solutions to vari-
ous problems. Based on the study of 59 interviews with resident working team members conducted by the
students of the University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in the summer of 2022, this article at-
tempts to understand the inherent logic of residential assistance. This study found that the work content
specified in the institutional text is the basic task of residential assistance. During residential assistance,
most people hope to achieve better performance in their work, therefore, they use their own advantages to
create distinctive assistance activities, which enable them to obtain better performance and gain recogni-
tion from villagers and local governments.

Keywords Rural revitalization; Resident working teams; Individual agency; Targeted poverty reduction



