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implicit existence as a method. The former has received much attention, while the latter has yet to
be elucidated. This article argues “native soil” as a method includes two levels: First, at the
normative level, the Chinese civilization nurtured by “native soil” is used as the value benchmark to
imagine and draw the ideal picture of the world “from the inside out” ; second, at the empirical
level, the“native soil” of villages, marketplaces and townships is used as a base of experience to

¢

observe and understand the reality of China from the bottom up. The “inside-out” and “bottom-

up” ; approaches are intertwined and together form an inner vision for understanding China.

Sociology of Labor

“Managerial Intermediary” ; A Study of Intermediary Control in the Domestic Labor

Market =~ seeeveeerereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Xigo Suowei, Chen Zongshi & Yang Yimeng 96

Abstract: Through a case study of a large domestic service company in Beijing, this article explores
the operational mechanisms of managerial intermediaries in domestic service market and factors
contributing to their formation. As managerial intermediaries, domestic service companies exercise
organizational control over workers with whom they maintain a market relationship. They achieve a
central position in the labor market, shaping the market structure and intervening in labor supply
and the labor process through three mechanisms: The institutional design of a * membership
system” , the interest regulation of “ manufacturing matches”, and the emotional integration of
“building niangjia (natal family)”. The inherent characteristics of the domestic service sector and
the external policy environment constitute important backgrounds for the operation of managerial
domestic service intermediaries. By shedding light on the intermediary control mechanisms in a
highly privatized and feminized informal labor market, this study contributes to the existing

scholarship on social control in informal labor markets.

Relational Work and Value Production: An Analysis of the Labor Process of Bar

Marketers B I R R Huang Yanhu(z &- Liu Zixi 119

Abstract: Taking the bar industry as an example, this paper points out that in a consumption
context where products are dematerialized, relational work becomes a key production link at the

service of consumption. Faced with the openness and complexity of relationships, bar marketers

228



need to autonomously reinvent themselves and their life, form a gendered relationship work seript,
develop and maintain interpersonal relationships with consumers in daily life, and form their own
social circles. Through team management and place setting, bar operators make different social
circles interdependent and organize them into a social and leisure scene with “entertaining gendered
interaction” and “differentiated same-sex circles”. The autonomy of marketers in everyday life is
the source of labor value, but it also brings more profound experience of alienation. Moreover, the
value of marketers’ relational work needs to be realized in the context of the interactive scenario
organized by bars, which maximizes the benefits by shifting the focus of control to the consumption

process.

PAPER

Social Spaces: From Georg Simmel to Erving Goffman ~ «+++++-+-++++-+ Liu Sida 142

Abstract: This article examines the Chicago school of sociology’s approach to social spaces through
the writings of George Simmel, Robert E. Park, and Erving Goffman. For Simmel and the Chicago
school, social spaces exist on the basis of social interaction between actors, and social entities and
structures are produced in those interactions. This theoretical tradition emphasizes the
interdependence between physical and social spaces and has two important characteristics:

endogeneity and temporality. It also highlights the connection between spaces and human emotions.

What Makes Schools Stratified? A Case Study of School Deployment in an Urban
DISIIICE sovrerererreesecetsetstetircntacantscsntocsnsstsnsccsncncseses Qhop Hongcheng 160

Abstract: Based on the case of school deployment during the construction of new urban districts,
this study explores the mechanism of school stratification. “High-level equalization” is a major goal
for metropolitan educational development. However, the problem that educational resources among
the working, wage and middle class groups are divided remained the same. In terms of educational
resource allocation, the stratification of residential spatial pattern brings about the hierarchy of
sources of students among schools, which collaborates with the school choice of families, further
leads to the homogenization of students. In terms of curriculum knowledge systems, basic education

in China is constructed around academic performance, which leads to the unification of curriculum
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