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The Reproduction of Power and Values of Social Action:
A Case Study of the Director Election for the Xingfu

Residential Community in a Northern City

TIAN Zhi-peng LIU Ai-yu

Abstract: In analyzing the characteristics and values of social action taken by
core members, the power transition is critical, since the successful transition of
power is crucial for a continuous organization. Using data collected through the
fieldwork of a community in a northern city, this paper summarizes the re—elec-
tion of the former director as a “Reproduction of Power”. It proposes four practi-
cal strategies applying in this election, i.e., the actual non—competitive election,
the unanimous consent of core members of the election committee, the propagan-
da and mobilization by stages, and the influence on voters in the polling place.
Based on analyses of these strategies, especially the concrete actions and words
employed by actors, the paper argues values (ethics) characterized by xin and yi
shared within friends and fanchaxugeju (the pan differential mode of association)
applied to people in the community are important for the implementation of
these strategies in addition to economic interests and political status.

Keywords:power, values of social action, chaxugeju,fachaxugeju
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