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Rebuilding the Daily Life: The Reproduction of

“Living” Public Culture in Inner City Regeneration

SHI Yun—qing

Abstract: The humanistic turn of inner—city regeneration tries to bring “peo-
ple” and “real life” back to the renewal process, but the reproduction of “living”
public culture is always a difficult problem. As a frontier cultural practice,
“rebuilding the daily life” needs to be understood in the dual sense of urban
renewal and social transformation to reshape the dialogue among different
groups of people and the docking and transformable mechanism between inside
and outside the system. This paper takes the operation of a community public
cultural space and the construction of a new public culture as an example, from
the three aspects as “getting back the public”, “melting the distinction” and
“de—emphasizing the authority”, to show the process of the elimination of hound-
aries and the reconstruction of connections. The daily life of the old city is
opened to the outside world in terms of space, crowd and system, and a new dai-
ly life of mixing and flowing is created in the continuous blending of the old
and the new. Through the rebuilding the daily life, actors explore the texture of
the state—society junction with the flexible power of cultural reproduction, repair
the institutional gap brought about by transformation, and promote transforma-
tion smoothly, which also makes the discussion of “the production of society”
more complex.
Keywords: rebuilding the daily life, cultural reproduction, spatial activation,
community—based art
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