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ARPIRB T, AR 2R A A AR PR Bk Bl i A R AT S AT IH 2R AR5, B AR
WA SR B T R B A “WAUE SR E" o VAR O A T S T R R P AR L AR
BARNZS, A5 T MBS IE TS B0 .
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EASEAEEREILR (1 38 RI0E — B IO IR A2 5, SRS ) o MO (W)
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Ko FIMBENL BTG, FT0E TG0 R I AW SOk 2 90Rn38 i 26 T B2 NI AL 4G . o i
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Past and Future: Chinese Skateboarding Culture as a Youth Subculture
Li Chuang
(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Institute of Sociology)

Abstract: Over its 30 years of development in China, skateboarding has evolved from a grassroot subculture
to an official Olympic sport. To a certain extent, it has become a topic that could not be ignored by anyone who
is seriously interested in subculture, cultural industry or sports. From a subcultural theoretical standpoint, this
paper looks at the cultural development of the Chinese skateboarding culture from the perspective of subcultural
incorporation. With insights from interviews and insider ethnographic observations with key events and personnel
in the Chinese skateboarding culture/industry, this paper aims to provide an exploratory explanation on how
Chinese skateboarders, have constantly constructed, maintained, and reconstructed various versions of subcultural
style and taste in response to commercialization, sportisation and institutionalisation. Findings from this research
reveals the flexible resistance practiced by Chinese skateboarders throughout various phases of developments in
order to maintain its subcultural solidarity. As a result, Chinese skateboarding subculture has not only evolved
into an important innovative actor within mainstream commercial and sports infrastructure, but also continue to
reshape the dialectical relationship with the mainstream.

Key words: Skateboarding; Subculture; Subcultural; Incorporation
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