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Middle-Income Group and Middle Social Status Identification

——A Discussion Based on Social Quality Theory
REN Li-ying, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract: “Expanding the middle—=income group” has been an important national policy in China since
the 21st century. In the situation that the social status identification of Chinese residents is generally lower, im-
proving the social status identity of middle—income people cannot be ignored. This study applies an analysis
framework from social quality theory and uses “Chinese Social Survey (CSS)” data in 2017 to examine the
effects of the four constitutional factors—personal security, social recognition, social responsiveness, and per-
sonal capacity—on middle social status identification. It is found that these factors play positive roles to pro-
mote social status identification. In particular, the influences of personal security and personal capacity are
more significant and stable. It is suggested accordingly that the policies focused on social economic security and

social empowerment would be conducive to improving the social status identification of middle—income people.

Key words: middle—income group; social status identification; social quality; constitutional factors
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