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The Rise of the Middle—Income Group: Characteristics of Their
Internet Consumption and Its Economic and Social Value

Zhu Di

Abstract: At present, there are about 400 million middle—income people in China, and the role of the mid-
dle~income group in economic and social development is increasingly prominent. In the context of the new round of
scientific, technological and industrial revolution, the younger middle—income groups engaged in new economy
and technology with higher cultural capital emerging. Internet consumption is the most universal and typical life-
style of the emerging middle—income group. While they actively embrace Internet consumption, they also show
their activism and reflectiveness as consumers and put it into practice. The positive economic and social values em-
bedded in the consumption characteristics of the emerging middle—income group help expand domestic demand,
build a benign consumption culture, and enhance social participation and governance. Therefore, the path to ex-
pand the middle—income group, especially the emerging middle—income group, should be explored from multiple
perspectives, such as income distribution, occupational structure transformation and business model innovation.
Expanding the size of the emerging middle—income group is not only an important way to innovate the construction
of people’s livelihood and gradually achieve common prosperity, but also an important means to expand consump-
tion and achieve a stable and healthy economic and social development.

Keyword: the emerging middle-income group; the new middle—class; the new consumption; consumption

expansion; common prosperity
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