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Shared Parenting as a Career: Crossing Family Boundaries in Child Care and Education

—Based on the Practice of “Raising Children Together” in an Urban Community
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Key Words: communal care; social reproduction; practice of caring; natural caring; analysis of the process of events

Abstract: This article is focused on the practice of “raising children together” in urbanization and answers the question: how childrearing
can go once again across family boundaries when the very responsibility has been given to families. Mothers” private efforts to create social
support for one anothers small families deprived of social resources in a strange urban setting have provided,on one hand,a basis for the
rise of communal care. On the other hand,these efforts have created for children a public life in which children together develop bonding
and a shared communal identity. The significance of these efforts lies in their potential to fill gaps in systems brought forth by social trans—
formation. Behind the rising practice is women who try to find the linkage between their heavy burden of personalized childrearing and pub—
lic life under the current structural constraints. What is indicated by this study is the co-missing support network ,the constraction of co—rai—
sing friendly space,the production of child-eentred activities and the construction of co-raising culture. This practice has provided an imagi—

nation of a way to bring “society” back together with childrearing and enhanced an understanding about women’s subjectivity.
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