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The Third Way for Urbanization: Residing Between the Urban
and the Rural Areas

Wang Chunguang

Abstract: All the current researches on the urbanization, citizenization and returning home of the rural
floating population are based only on the dualistic opposite perspectives of the urban and rural. But the relation
between the urban and the rural has been changing over the past forty years: from “the dualistic division of the
urban and the rural” to “one-way flow from the rural to the urban”, then to “the returning home”, and now to
“the residence between the urban and the rural”. This latest state is reflected in people’s lives, employment,
their social relations and cultural views and so on. This phenomenon corresponds to the integration of the rural
with the urban and the industrial integration included in the national strategy of the rural revitalization. Our
investigation shows that the residence btween the urban and rural areas plays a great role in promoting the rural
revitalization and the integration of the urban with the rural. The national policies should focus on the
residence between the urban and the rural, and resolve such problems as the lack of the labor resources,
techniques, capital and market.

Key words: the rural floating population, the rural revitalization, residing between the urban and the
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