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Medieval Chinese City Life and Religion: A Reflection of Weberian The-

ories and an Analysis of Notes on Buddhist Temples in Luo—Yang

HE Rong

Abstract: Traditional Chinese cities are commonly viewed as mainly military and political centers.
Compared to their western counterparts, ancient Chinese cities do not have as prominent economic, legal
and social functions and public life. This paper challenges that argument by reflecting on Weberian classi-
cal sociological theories on cities and points out the limitation that the dichotomous view of “Western vs.
Eastern cities” neglects the complexities of the reality of Chinese society. Furthermore, this paper uses
case study method to analyze Luo—Yang, the capital of the Northern Wei Dynasty. The analysis of Notes on
Buddhist Temples in Luo—Yang helps us to understand the principles of urban planning and city manage-
ment in ancient China. This paper also points out the religious groups and activities are important in shap-
ing public life in cities. Lastly, this paper describes the roles played by Chinese cities in social cohesion
and cultural integration.

Key words: Political City; Notes on Buddhist Temples in Luo—Yang; City Life; Buddhist Temples
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