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Institutional Deficiency and Remedy of Formalist Governance
JIANG Laiyong

Abstract: The main reason for the growth and spread of formalism lies in institutional deficiency. China's
cadre assessment and selection system, accountability and civil service withdrawal system, formalistic punitive
system and formalistic discipline enforcement are all flawed at present. This is directly related to the confusion
of two types of formalisms, the frequent use of “Campaign-style” governance, the interference of informal
institutions with conventional institutions, and the failure of criticism and self-criticism. It is necessary to
establish a stable mechanism for anticipating interests, to improve the mechanism for protecting the interests of
the masses, to improve the system of accountability and the formalistic punishment system, to reform the
system of cadre evaluation, selection and appointment, and to actively cultivate a good environment for
accepting criticism. With these actions, an equilibrated and reasonable system to balance interests and regulate
institutions can be established.

Keywords: Formalism, Institution, Accountability, Cadre Selection, Criticism and Self-criticism
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