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A Preliminary Study on the Audio-visual Chronicles

— Comment on Three Relative Studies

BAO Jiang
( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100731)

Abstract Emergence of the combination of audio-visual technology and academic research started in the
20th century. Audio and video chronicle is the combination of audio and video records a new text-based genre
focusing on documenting real happening and completeness of its content. Theoretically speaking any kind of
chronicle may involve its audio and video records such as local audio and video records personal audio and
video records and etc.. Since the setting up of People”’ s Republic of China our country has carried out some
large-scale projects including “Chinese Ethnic Minority Social and Historical Science Record”  “National
Festival Video Record” and Record on the Legacy of Representative of the National Intangible Cultural
Heritage. From the perspective of audio—visual chronicles it is appropriate to classify it into the ethnic audio—
visual chronicles and position it as the groundbreaking starting point of the national audio-visual record in
China. However it is necessary to find an appropriate conversion method to meet the requirements of the two
aspects. In one aspect the object can be audio—visual imaged and on the other hand the object is closely
related to the concept of the ethnicity. The purpose of the ethnic audio—visual system should be implemented in
the fundamental and concrete aspect of existence or focusing on a specific person. The logic behind this is that
as far as a clear record of an individual person is made the commonality of an ethnic group represented by the
person him or herself is captured. The significance of the existence of ethnic audio —visual chronicle is to
enhance the understanding between people of different ethnic groups through the presentation of audio-visual
images of single person record. From the perspective of audio—visual records records on intangible culture
heritage has formed up the preliminary audio—visual framework of intangible culture heritage holders. The study
of the festival with the assistance of abstract concept is the first step fulfilled by of the festival audio—video
chronicles. In the second step it is necessary to explore the specific way to explore and present the festival
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which requires suspense of phenomenology of all abstract concepts involved in the first step and realizing
objects suitable for audio video record of festivals and people experiencing the festivals. The third step is to
remove the suspense of phenomenology and return to the first step that is to explore the concrete ways to
embody the results of the theoretical analysis of festivals under the premise that people experiencing festivals
are regarded as the object of audio—visual record. Based on such numerous practices and achievements this
article builds upon the tradition on local “chronicles” refers to German philosopher Edmund Gustav Albrecht
Husserl” s thought and puts forward a theoretical outline of the “audio-visual chronicles”. This is expected to
help expanding the depth and breadth of the research and expression field of the academic researches
addressing audio—visual system.

Key words imaging; ethnic group; festival, intangible culture heritage; suspense of phenomenology
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