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ABSTRACTS

How Pure Is Pure Philosophy? Zhao Tingyang « 4 -

Pure philosophy represents an attitude towards philosophy. A reference frame for its purity
is manifested in an indirect relationship with real experience. However, this does not mean it is a
useless type of philosophy. Philosophy begins with seeking certainty in political debates , giving
hope at the limits of human thought, and examining daily life while transcending secular interests
and pleasure. Pure philosophy often tries to answer some unsolvable problems, and ultimately
after exhausting all possibilities it declares failure, but still it enjoys the pursuit. In this process ,

philosophy distances itself from experience and becomes pure.

Discovering the Real “Society”: Rethinking the Ontological Hypothesis of the Western Theory of
Governance Yang Guangbin » 13 -

In the past 30 years, “democracy” and “governance” have been popular concepts in the

¢

international social sciences. Many people regard “governance” as a substitute value for “ruling”
and “management.” However, world politics has not become better because of the prevalence of
the notion of governance. The problems caused by liberal democracy are well-known. The root
cause is that the theory of governance is based on the assumption that “people are rational ,
society is good, and the state is evil ,” assuming that all societies are equal and legalized civil
societies with public spirit. In fact, “social nature” is diverse. The United States today is a
typical unbalanced pluralist interest group society. South America is a “Praetorian society”
established by various groups to share the public interest. Africa is a “strong society” in which
the “nation” is abducted by various “local villains.” The Greater Middle East is a theocratic
Islamic society. India is a caste society in which high caste people control all kinds of higher
associations. All of them demonstrate that many countries are disorganized and lack
cooperativeness and lack the capacity for institutional integration and national governance. In
these societies, the promotion of “denationalization” and the strengthening of the governance of
social power will inevitably lead to unintended consequences. For them, what is most needed is a

theory of developmental capability, rather than a theory of denationalized governance.

The Gains and Losses of Chinese Sociology: Modernization, Social Capital, Theory. and Discipline
Li Lulu, Zhang Wenhong, Hu Rong and Wen Jun « 27 -

Since the reform and opening up. Chinese sociology has just witnessed 40 years of recovery
and reconstruction. During this period, the construction of Chinese sociology has included not
only the inheritance and development of the existing accumulation, but also disciplinary reflection
on the current reality. Along with the reform and opening up of Chinese society, when learning
from foreign counterparts, it is also necessary to have exchanges. In such a historical process,
what have been the gains and losses of Chinese sociology?

In order to reflect on the gains and losses of Chinese sociology since the reform and opening
up, in December 2018, four professors were invited to share their perspectives on this topic from
their own areas of expertise at Peking University. They are Professor Li Lulu from the School of
Social and Population Studies at Renmin University of China, Professor Zhang Wenhong from
the School of Sociology at Shanghai University, Professor Hu Rong from the School of Sociology

« 141 -



